
Announcing the 
School Albuterol Access 

Initiative
August 25, 2026

Office of School Health 



Objectives
We would like participants in today’s webinar to understand:

• How to implement an emergency stock albuterol program using CDPH’s 
albuterol standing order.

• How to obtain free albuterol metered-dose inhalers and single-use, disposable, 
valved holding chambers from CalRx.

• How to access free asthma and school albuterol training guidelines from the 
California School Nurses Organization (CSNO).
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Welcome
and
Introductions
Sarah Turner

Pharmaceutical Project Manager

CalRx

Department of Health Care Access and Information
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In partnership with CDPH, Amneal Pharmaceuticals, and the California School Nurses Organization (CSNO), 
CalRx® is launching the School Albuterol Access Initiative, including:

Launching Today!
School Albuterol Access Initiative

5

• Eligible Schools: public/charter TK–12 schools, school districts, and/or county offices of education (COEs) 
• All schools can also purchase products at their own cost ($9.50 per inhaler and $93.75 per 25-pack of spacers, plus tax & 

shipping). Some schools may be eligible for free refills if funding is available.
• Schools must obtain a standing order from CDPH before ordering products.
• Ordering by school district or COE is strongly encouraged to reduce the number of shipping locations.
• School names & addresses will be validated using the information listed in the California School Directory.                     

Please verify that your school(s) are listed.
• After 3 years (June 2029), the portal will remain accessible to continue ordering products at a reduced cost.

Easy-to-use portal for ordering 
albuterol inhalers & single-use, 
disposable spacers (LiteAire®)

FREE Back-to-School Packs of 
2 inhalers + 25 spacers for 3 years 

(limit 1 per public/charter school, per year)

FREE asthma & stock albuterol 
training materials from CSNO                

(for public school districts only)



6

Amneal Ordering 
System Overview
Jodi Bazemore
Director of State Government Business 
Amneal Pharmaceuticals
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• Registration: Creating a new account
• Creating a new (admin) account
• Adding addresses
• Uploading standing order(s)
• Confirmation emails

• Complete registration received
• Incomplete registration
• Activation email with link to set password

• Initial login/password setup
• Navigating the site

• Creating an order
• Checkout

• Standard 
• Multiple addresses

• Admin
• Adding and removing users

Amneal NOW
TM 
 Demo
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CDPH 
Office of School Health
Albuterol Standing Order

Ryan Skaggs, MPH, CHES

Office of School Health Chief
Center for Healthy Communities
California Department of Public Health
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Albuterol 
Standing 
Order
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• Removes access barriers for schools to stock 
unassigned albuterol multiple dose inhalers (MDIs) 
and disposable spacers

• Each CA school may obtain 2 MDIs and 25 
disposable spacers, refills are allowed

• Can be paired with CalRx School Albuterol Access 
Initiative to provide access to free resources

• Standing orders save lives!



What is the 
Albuterol 
Standing 
Order?
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• Issued by CDPH in partnership with the CA 
Department of Education and the Department of 
Health Care Access and Information

• Supports local emergency planning under California 
Education Code Section 49414.7

• Authorizes schools, local education agencies (LEAs) 
including districts and charter schools, County Offices 
of Education (COEs), to obtain albuterol and single-
use holding chambers

• Applies to elementary, middle, junior high, and 
high schools statewide

• Program eligibility details are available on the 
Albuterol Standing Order FAQ website

• Training standards and administration guidelines are 
provided by the CA Department of Education

• Schools must report each instance of stock albuterol 
administration to CDPH

• Reporting is done via the Administration of Stock 
Albuterol Reporting form

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=49414.7.&article=1.&highlight=true&keyword=albuterol
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=URsxH9n2U0GbrFXg75ZBuAyoRkh1RthDn62mygWJPqVURU5KU1BUNkZVRlBBSlVTWlNNS0pMMFNEQy4u&route=shorturl


Albuterol 
Standing Order 

How to apply
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Schools, LEAs, and COEs can apply for a standing 
order online at https://standingorders.cdph.ca.gov/ 

https://standingorders.cdph.ca.gov/


Albuterol 
Standing Order 

How to apply (2)
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Albuterol Standing Order 
How to apply (3)

• Complete all required fields of 
the standing order application

• Come prepared with a list of 
school sites and addresses

• Built in tool to retrieve 
County-District-School (CDS) 
code

• Review and accept our terms 
and conditions
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Albuterol Standing Order 
How to apply (4)

• Please do not close your browser 
while your standing order is being 
generated

• A copy of your standing order will 
download automatically through 
your browser

• We recommend turning off your 
pop-up blocker

• A copy will also be emailed to the 
contact information provided
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Save, print, or upload!
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• CDPH will not be providing albuterol or 
disposable spacers to schools 

• CalRx School Albuterol Access Initiative 
will accept the standing order to provide 
albuterol and disposable spacers 

• CDPH is aware of some pharmacies 
and distributers who will accept the 
standing order

• Schools will likely incur out of pocket 
costs that may not be reimbursed by 
Medi-Cal 
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Albuterol 
Standing Order 
How to use a standing 

order



We are aware of the following statewide 
entities that will accept the standing order:
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https://www.schoolhealth.com

NOW AVAILABLE!

Albuterol 
Standing Order 
How to use a standing 

order (2)

https://www.schoolhealth.com/


Albuterol 
Standing Order 
Reporting requirements
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• Each time albuterol acquired under the standing 
order is administered, schools must complete 
and submit an online reporting form within three 
business days

• The form does not need to be completed by the 
person who administered the albuterol

• We recommend schools keep a log with 
information on albuterol administration, including 
student grade and number of times administered 
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Albuterol 
Standing Order 
Reporting requirements 

(2)



Stock Albuterol: 
A Training Resource for 

California Schools 
2026

California School Nurses Organization 

CSNO©2026 *Please note this session does not constitute "training" pursuant to California Education Code 49414.7



• Effective Jan 1, 2024

• Permissive 

• School district, county office of education, & charter schools

• Use of an albuterol MDI (multi-dose inhaler) with holding 
chamber

CSNO©2026

EC § 49414.7(a)

EC § 49414.7(a)

EC § 49414.7(a)

Effective January 1, 2024, Education Code § 49414.7 allows school districts, county offices of education, and charter 
schools to maintain an emergency stock of albuterol multi-dose inhalers (otherwise known as MDIs), including single-
use disposable holding chambers (frequently referred to as spacers), to provide immediate medical assistance to 
individuals experiencing respiratory distress or reasonably believed to be in distress. This law gives permission for these 
entities to have albuterol; it does not mandate that they have albuterol.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=49414.7.&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=49414.7.&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=49414.7.&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=49414.7.&nodeTreePath=2.3.3.12.1&lawCode=EDC


• Staff volunteering must receive initial and annual training

• Defense & Indemnification by LEA

• CPR is strongly recommended (not required)

• Keep records of albuterol acquisition & disposition 3 yrs

CSNO©2026

EC § 49414.7(j)(2); EC § 49413(b)(3); CDE, 2025

EC § 49414.7(j)(2))

EC § 49414.7(a)

BPC § 4119 
Any school electing to utilize albuterol MDIs for emergency medical aid to a person suffering, or reasonably believed to be suffering, from 
respiratory distress, shall distribute a notice at least once per school year to all staff. Each school may designate one or more designated, 
trained volunteers to receive initial and annual refresher training. The designated, trained volunteer would be able to use an albuterol MDI to 
provide emergency aid to persons suffering, or reasonably believed to be suffering, from respiratory distress. The school must provide 
volunteers with annual notification and training. Additionally, all volunteers must be provided defense indemnification for any and all civil 
liabilities. The indemnification information must be reduced to writing, a copy given to the volunteer, and a copy retained in the volunteer's 
personnel file. EC § 49414.7 does not require certification in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) for the administration of Stock Albuterol. 
However, CPR is strongly recommended by CDE, CDPH, and CSNO.  And, the first aid and CPR training must be “based on standards that are at least equivalent to 
the standards currently used by the American Red Cross or American Heart Association” (EC § 49413(b)(3)). Records regarding the acquisition and disposition of 
albuterol shall be maintained by the local education agency (LEA) for no less than a period of three years from the date the records were 
created (BPC § 4119). The LEA will be responsible for monitoring the supply of albuterol MDIs and ensuring the destruction of albuterol. 
Records should be maintained according to district procedure unless specifically indicated. 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/albuterol.asp
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=49414.7.&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=49413.&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=49414.7.&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=49414.7.&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4119.&lawCode=BPC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=49414.7.&nodeTreePath=2.3.3.12.1&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4119.&lawCode=BPC


Asthma is one of the most common chronic diseases of childhood.

CA adult prevalence:  15.1%
     Highest = Motherload 25.1%
     Lowest = Santa Barbara 9.6% 

National prevalence:
     4.7 million children (6.5%) 
     20.3 million adults (8%) 

CSNO©2026

CA child prevalence:  6.4% 
CA Lifetime 2021:  25% of people vs 14% in 2014



CSNO©2026

Training
Recognize

Resp
Distress

Albuterol

• “To provide emergency medical aid to persons suffering….from
     respiratory distress”

• Albuterol MDI = first-line treatment

• Training → recognize respiratory distress → give albuterol

EC § 49414.7(a)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=49414.7.&lawCode=EDC
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LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES

Define asthma and 
recognize the 
symptoms of 

respiratory distress.

Demonstrate how to 
administer albuterol 

MDI with a 
disposable holding 

chamber.

Identify emergency 
follow-up and 

documentation 
procedures.

Describe 
acquisition, storage, 
and maintenance of 
albuterol MDI and 

disposable holding 
chamber.

CSNO©2026



Follow-upRespondRecognize

CSNO©2026



STEP 2 - RESPOND
• Have individual sit down & restrict activity.

• Wash your hands & gather supplies.

• Prepare to deliver Albuterol.

CSNO©2026



CSNO©2026



• For severe respiratory distress and breathing difficulty, start with 4 
puffs of albuterol.

• If individual’s breathing does not improve after 5 minutes,
• Give additional 2 puffs (inhalations) of albuterol, then
• Call 9-1-1.

If symptoms continue or worsen and EMS has not arrived, 
• Give additional 2 to 4 puffs (inhalations) of albuterol.
• Continue to stay with individual and monitor until emergency 

personnel arrive.

CSNO©2026



• If symptoms continue and EMS has not arrived, 
• Give additional 2 to 4 puffs of albuterol.

• Once EMS arrives, provide update and transfer care, then document.
• Wash hands.

CSNO©2026



.

CSNO©2026

MDI with 
DISPOSABLE 

SPACER



CLEANING

CSNO©2026



DOCUMENT

CSNO©2026

Complete all required emergency documentation including the incident report per district protocol.



CSNO©2026

• Electronic copy of the Specialized Physical Health-
Care Services in Educational Settings:

• Section 1 and 2
• Section 3: Asthma & Stock Albuterol

• Online Thinkific Stock Albuterol training module: 
• Unlimited access among school personnel within 

the district only
• Certificate of completion for each person completing 

the online module



CSNO©2026

• CSNO website – CSNO Products page

to public school districts

Non-public schools:
Non-member price $ 205
Member price $ 45

Download your free Stock 
Albuterol Module

Link to Pay

https://csno.memberclicks.net/csno-products#!/Asthma-&-Stock-Albuterol-Training-module-immediate-download-Updated-Feb-2026/p/229732215
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcsno.memberclicks.net%2Fcsno-products%23!%2FFor-School-Districts-under-the-CalRx-program-Asthma-%26-Stock-Albuterol-Training-module-immediate-download-Updated-Feb-2026%2Fp%2F845758145&data=05%7C02%7Cbbrager%40sjcoe.net%7C2dc9eb375dcd47fc80af08def5b8746a%7Cc4e0a5ab1f544f68831f1c8ff06e46e9%7C0%7C0%7C639218370025528505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dmpbcpSNb%2FParlgrYPKXPf6DpHr1MWnd0MoPIHBLlUs%3D&reserved=0


CSNO wishes to thank
Belinda Brager, MSN, RN, PHN, RCSN
Susan Chaides, Med, BSN, RN, CPNP
Sheri Coburn, EdD, MS, RN, PHN, RCSN
Melanie Gleason, PA
Lynda Mitchell, MA, CAE
Rachel McClanahan, DNP, RN, NCSN
Travis Miller, MD, FACAAI, FAAP, FAAAI, D-ABIM
Katie Nilsson, MSN, RN, PHN, CPN, RCSN
Katie Savage, MSN, MBA, RN, PHN, RCSN
California Department of Education – Office of School-Based Health Programs
California Department of Public Health

CSNO©2026



Resource List

69

Downloadable Materials
• Stock Albuterol Program Readiness Checklist
• Amneal NOW Ordering Portal User Guide
• Stock Albuterol Administration Data Tracking Form
Quick Links
• CalRx® School Albuterol Access Initiative: https://calrx.ca.gov/albuterol
• Amneal NOW Ordering Portal: www.amnealnow.com
• CDPH Albuterol Standing Order: https://standingorders.cdph.ca.gov 
• CDPH Administration of Albuterol Form: https://forms.office.com/g/X1WVpncpJw 
• CSNO’s Free Training for Public School Districts: Link to the CSNO training

https://calrx.ca.gov/albuterol
http://www.amnealnow.com/
https://standingorders.cdph.ca.gov/
https://forms.office.com/g/X1WVpncpJw
https://csno.memberclicks.net/csno-products#!/For-School-Districts-under-the-CalRx-program-Asthma-&-Stock-Albuterol-Training-module-immediate-download-Updated-Feb-2026/p/845758145


Technical 
Assistance 

to Local 
Partners

The Office of School Health and CalRx maintain inboxes 
dedicated to:

• Supporting local education and health partners through technical 
assistance

• Answering questions

• Assisting in locating resources

SafeSchoolsTeam@cdph.ca.gov

Info@calrx.ca.gov
70

mailto:SafeSchoolsTeam@cdph.ca.gov
mail:mailto:Info@calrx.ca.gov


https://schools.cdph.ca.gov/

SafeSchoolsTeam@cdph.ca.gov

https://schools.cdph.ca.gov/
mailto:SafeSchoolsTeam@cdph.ca.gov
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